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LUMIERE
17-20 NOVEMBER 2011
The UK’s largest light festival returns to blaze a trail
through Durham this winter with 30+ installations
including works by Tracey Emin and David Batchelor
Artichoke, producers of extraordinary events, today announced the first
details of LUMIERE 2011, the world-class biennial festival that celebrates
artists working with light in all its forms. Over four nights, 17-20 November
2011, Durham residents and visitors will rediscover a city transformed into a
magical nocturnal landscape. Artichoke has been commissioned to deliver the
festival by Durham County Council, with funds from Arts Council England
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and a panoply of other funding bodies and sponsors. LUMIERE is the largest
light festival in the UK focusing on works created by artists.
In 2009, the inaugural LUMIERE festival drew an estimated 75,000 people
into the city, and generated some £1.5million for the local economy. For
LUMIERE 2011, festival producers Artichoke will bring together a beguiling
mix of international, national and local artists and designers, all using the
medium of light to create artworks to delight, surprise, and stop people in their
tracks. Over 30 artworks will be situated all over the city, and the Festival will
include a programme of talks, lectures and lighting demonstrations.
Participating artists include Cedric Le Borgne, Tracey Emin and David
Batchelor. French artist Le Borgne creates eerily-lit sculptures in human form
that will be seated on top of buildings and hang suspended in the air as if in
flight. The Festival will open with a lantern parade through the streets of the
medieval city created by Jo Pocock and her Liverpool Lantern Company in
collaboration with 200 schoolchildren from all over County Durham.
Back by popular demand will be Ross Ashton’s Crown of Light, originally
commissioned as the centrepiece for LUMIERE 2009. The piece, a huge
projection that transformed the entire 120m span of Durham Cathedral into
a vast animated screen, brings together the illuminated manuscripts of the
Lindisfarne Gospels with ancient stained glass and artifacts from inside the
Cathedral itself. The 12-minute animation is accompanied by a sound
installation by Robert Ziegler and John Del’ Nero.
The festival includes four pieces created by artists from the North East as part
of Brilliant, an initiative funded by the Newcastle Gateshead Initiative and
Northern Rock. The successful four projects were chosen from over sixty
proposals and include a piece by local artists Bethan Maddocks and
Verity Quinn that will be created in collaboration with mining communities
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to recreate traditional pit banners using fibre-optic thread; local builder
Mick Stephenson; Dan Ziglam and Elliot Brook of product design agency,
Deadgood; and The Global Curiosity Group, a collective led by lecturer Paul
Goodfellow, based at Northumbria University.
Science and art will be a theme for this year’s festival, as three European
artists each team up with a scientist to explore the scientific and aesthetic
aspects of light. The collaborations are part of Lux Scientia, a major threeway trans-European artistic collaboration with light festivals in the medieval
cities of Torun, Poland and Tallinn, Estonia funded by the European
Commission’s Culture Fund. Three artists – one from each country – have
each been commissioned to work with a scientist and create a work of art for
the three festivals. Simeon Nelson (UK) is concerned with describing the
interaction between mankind and nature through light sculpture. Dominik
Lejman (Poland) experiments with ‘urban light-painting’; and Leonardo
Meigas (Estonia) will explore the scientific phenomenon of the Hartmann
Grid.
The new website, launched today, has been built by ID Media and will
become a rich, interactive resource, boasting video, audio as well as a mobile
version sponsored by Visit County Durham. The full festival programme will
be revealed later this Autumn. (lumieredurham.co.uk)
Simon Henig, Leader of Durham County Council said, “At LUMIERE 2009,
we saw not only how culture can bring people together but, just as
importantly, how events like this can benefit the local economy. And as the
countdown to LUMIERE 2011 begins, it is exciting to hear more about how
Durham will be transformed by this year’s event. I am sure LUMIERE 2011
will further cement Durham’s position as a major cultural destination.”
''
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Alison Clark-Jenkins, Regional Director, Arts Council England said, “Our
support for LUMIERE through our Grants for the arts scheme, will, together
with other sponsors and funders bring this exciting event to the north east.
The cultural aspirations and ambitions of Durham are reflected in the return of
LUMIERE, and will give more people the opportunity to experience great art.”
Helen Marriage, co-director of Artichoke and programmer of the festival said:
“The hardest part of this job is choosing what to include. There are so many
wonderful ideas, from the simplest intervention to the most startling
possibilities, and it is a privilege to be able to present the work of so many
extraordinary artists who have responded to the beauty of the city and the
landscape in which it sits. The full programme will be announced nearer the
time, and will include some breathtaking large-scale works.”

EDITORS’ NOTES:
LUMIERE
LUMIERE was created by Artichoke in 2009 and attracted around 75,000 visitors, generating
around £1.5million for Durham’s economy. It followed the success of Durham’s own light
festival, Enlightenment, featuring outdoor arts installations by Asian and British artists and
inspired by the county’s religious and industrial heritage in 2008.
LUMIERE 2011 has been commissioned by Durham County Council, and is supported by
Arts Council England, and a raft of sponsors and funders including Thorn Lighting, the
Radisson Hotel and the European Commission. lumieredurham.co.uk
Artichoke
Producer of extraordinary live events, Artichoke is one of the country’s leading creative
companies and is a registered charity, funded by Arts Council England. Productions have
included Royal de Luxe’s The Sultan’s Elephant, which filled the streets of London for four
days in 2006; La Machine’s 50-foot high mechanical spider for Liverpool’s Capital of Culture
celebrations in 2008; and Antony Gormley’s 100-day long invasion of the Fourth Plinth in
Trafalgar Square in London, One & Other. They produced the first edition of LUMIERE in
Durham in 2009. artichoke.uk.com
Durham County Council (DCC)
Durham County Council is one of the largest unitary councils in the country, serving a
population of approximately 500,000 people. Durham County Council and its partners have
provided funding in support of Lumiere 2011 from the performance reward grant awarded to
the previous LAA partnership in recognition of the improvements made in the county.
Performance reward grants were set up under the previous Government as a way of
rewarding councils for meeting centrally set targets. durham.gov.uk
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Arts Council England
Arts Council England works to get great art to everyone by championing, developing and
investing in artistic experiences that enrich people’s lives. It supports a range of artistic
activities from theatre to music, literature to dance, photography to digital art, and carnival to
crafts. Great art inspires us, brings us together and teaches us about ourselves, and the world
around us. In short, it makes life better. Between 2011 and 2015, it will invest £1.4 billion of
public money from government and a further £0.85 billion from the National Lottery to create
these experiences for as many people as possible across the country. Further information:
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk
Brilliant
The artworks selected for Brilliant are commissioned in partnership with NewcastleGateshead
Initiative and are funded by Northern Rock Foundation. ‘Brilliant’ is a new strand within the
festival, which called on artists based in or originally from the North East of England to submit
proposals for a number of commissions available for 2011.
Lux Scientia
A trans-European collaboration funded by the European Commission’s Culture programme
between Skyway International Light Festival Torun, Poland, 9-13 August 2011; Valgusfestival
Tallinn, Estonia, 22-25 September 2011 and LUMIERE 2011, Durham, UK, 17-20 November
2011.
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